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No Tool More Effective for Development than the Education of Girls 

Why Gender Equality Matters

Boys and girls have equal rights to education, as enshrined in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which is ratified by 192 governments. Yet due to gender inequality and gender based discrimination, girls are not able to fully realize their equal rights to accessing education, and this in turn, undermines girls’ abilities to realize their full potential.

An understanding of the economic and social potential of girls and young women is growing throughout the world.[endnoteRef:1] Access to free, quality, and inclusive education free from violence is a right for girls. Similarly, gender parity in education is a human right which provides a foundation for equal opportunity, a source of economic growth, and employment creation and productivity.[endnoteRef:2] According to the United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on Adolescent Girls, with the right opportunities, girls hold the key to breaking inter-generational cycles of poverty throughout the world.[endnoteRef:3] Furthermore, the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are mutually reinforcing, wherein progress towards gender equality will help achieve all other goals, but not investing in girls will mean the goals are likely to be missed altogether.[endnoteRef:4] [1:  Plan. 2009. Because I am a Girl: The State of the World’s Girls in 2009. Girls in the Global Economy: Adding it All Up. Plan International. Page 19]  [2:  UNESCO. 2011. EFA Global Monitoring Report: The Hidden Crisis: Armed Conflict in Education. Paris, France, UNESCO. Page 14.]  [3:  United Natiotions Inter-Agency Task Force on Adolescent Girls. 2008. Girl Power and Potential: a Joint Framework for Fulfilling the Rights of Marginalized Adolescent Girls. New York: United Nations.]  [4:  Plan. 2009. Because I am a Girl: The State of the World’s Girls in 2009. Girls in the Global Economy: Adding it All Up. Plan International. Page 23.] 


Issue

The Canadian Global Campaign for Education, a coalition of 20 NGOs, universities and research institutes and the Canadian Teachers’ Federation, prioritizes gender equality as instrumental to achieving Education for All. Educating girls significantly improves the welfare of children, families, economies and countries. Despite these well-known facts, girls still comprise the majority of the 67 million out-of-school children. When combined with other forms of exclusion, due to poverty, ethnicity, and disability, girls are among those the most disadvantaged and hardest to reach. The 2011 Education for All Global Monitoring Report indicates that gender parity in enrollment has improved significantly in regions that started the decade with the greatest gender gaps.[endnoteRef:5] Yet, while substantial gains in access to primary education for girls have been realized in recent years, girls’ transition from primary to secondary education remains very low and educational attainment is still out of reach in many countries. Additionally, formal costs such as user fees and informal costs such as lack of female teachers and, most notably, gender-based sexual violence against girls continue to be significant barriers to girls’ education. Gender inequality persists frustrating poverty reduction efforts and impeding progress in developing countries. [5:  UNESCO. 2011. EFA Global Monitoring Report: The Hidden Crisis: Armed Conflict in Education. Paris, France, UNESCO. Page 5.] 


Summary/ Key Messages
Gender equality reduces poverty and leads to sustainable development
· Study after study shows that there is no tool for development more effective than the education of girls.[endnoteRef:6]  [6:  M. Rihani. 2006. Keeping the Promise: Five Benefits of Girls Secondary Education. Academy for Education Development, Washington, DC. Page 5] 

· Attention to gender equality issues has been proven to significantly reduce poverty and lead to more sustainable development. Greater gender equality multiplies development results and helps to ensure that results are sustained in the long term. 
· The increase of female secondary students by one percentage point boosts a country’s annual per capita income growth by 0.3 percentage points on average, according to a study in 100 countries by the World Bank.[endnoteRef:7]  [7:  Plan. 2009. Because I am a Girl: The State of the World’s Girls in 2009. Girls in the Global Economy: Adding it All Up. Plan International. Page 21 ] 

· 	 An extra year of school for a girl will increase her lifetime income by 10-20 percent, which she will later reinvest into her family.[endnoteRef:8] [8:  The Mother and Child Health and Education Fund. 2011. Education for Girls. Retrieved from website: http://educationforgirls.org/.] 


Girls’ early childhood, primary, and secondary education results in benefits to whole society
· Gender inequality and discrimination begin early in a child’s life and have significant bearing on economic outcomes later on.[endnoteRef:9] [9:  Plan. 2009. Because I am a Girl: The State of the World’s Girls in 2009. Girls in the Global Economy: Adding it All Up. Plan International. Page 157.] 

· Girls’ secondary education results in social benefits to whole societies, resulting in a multitude of health benefits, including supporting the prevention of HIV/AIDS.[endnoteRef:10] [10:  M. Rihani. 2006. Keeping the Promise: Five Benefits of Girls Secondary Education. Academy for Education Development, Washington, DC. Page 46] 

· Doubling the proportion of girls in secondary school would reduce average fertility rates by 5.3 to 3.9 children per women. [endnoteRef:11] [11:  UNESCO. 2011. EFA Global Monitoring Report: The Hidden Crisis: Armed Conflict in Education. Paris, France, UNESCO. Page 5] 


Educating women saves children’s lives
· Empowerment through education is one of the strongest antidotes to maternal risk, where an extra year of education can reduce infant mortality by 5-10 percent.[endnoteRef:12] [12:  UNESCO. 2010. EFA Global Monitoring Report: Reaching the Marginalized. Paris, France, UNESCO. Page 47.] 

· In Africa, a child born to a literate mother is 50 percent more likely to survive past the age of five, as educated women are more likely to immunize their children and seek pre-and post-natal care, greatly reducing child mortality and illnesses.[endnoteRef:13] [13:  Plan. 2009. Because I am a Girl: The State of the World’s Girls in 2009. Girls in the Global Economy: Adding it All Up. Plan International. Page 157.] 

· Children born to more educated mothers are more likely to survive and less likely to experience malnutrition. The 2011 UNGEI Global Monitoring Report: A Gender Review estimates that universal secondary education for girls in sub-Saharan Africa could save as many as 1.8 million lives annually because of its impact on improving nutrition and preventing HIV/AIDS.[endnoteRef:14] [14: United Nations Girls’ Education Initiative. 2011. Education for All Global Monitoring Report: A Gender Review. New York, NY.. Page 17 ] 

· Women who do paid work reinvest 90 percent of their income back into their household.[endnoteRef:15]  [15:  The Mother and Child Health and Education Fund. 2011. Education for Girls. Retrieved from website: http://educationforgirls.org/.] 

· A Zambian study found that HIV/AIDS spreads twice as fast among uneducated women, while educated girls are less likely to contract the disease.[endnoteRef:16]  [16:  Plan. 2009. Because I am a Girl: The State of the World’s Girls in 2009. Girls in the Global Economy: Adding it All Up. Plan International. Page 158.] 


Background: Gender Equality & Canada’s Stance on Gender Equality in Education

1.     Gender equity and gender equality
Gender equity means being fair to women and men. To ensure fairness, measures are often needed to compensate for historical and social disadvantages that prevent women and men from otherwise operating as equals. Equity leads to equality, where equity is the process and equality the result. Gender equality means that women and men enjoy the same status and have equal opportunity to realize their full human rights and potential to contribute to national, political, economic, social and cultural development, and to benefit from the results.[endnoteRef:17] [17:  Canadian International Development Agency. 1999. CIDA’s Policy on Gender Equality. Hull, Quebec. Page 7.] 


2.  	MDGs and gender equality
Set for 2015, eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) are an agreed upon set of goals by the international community, aiming to improve the lives of the world’s poorest, with MDG 3 to promote gender equality and empower women. In Dakar in 2000, six Education for All goals were agreed upon, including Goal 5 to achieve gender parity by 2005 and gender equality by 2015. Canada has signed onto these treaties and declarations and has a responsibility to support developing countries in the realization of the right to education for women and girls.

3. 	Gender equality and development: CIDA’s Gender Equality Policy
	Canada is strongly committed to gender equality as a human right both domestically and internationally. The Canadian International Development Agency’s (CIDA) Gender Equality Policy supports the achievement of equality between women and men to ensure sustainable development. This policy promotes three objectives:

1) To advance women's equal participation with men as decision makers in shaping the sustainable development of their societies;
2) To support women and girls in the realization of their full human rights; and
3)  To reduce gender inequalities in access to and control over the resources and benefits of development.[endnoteRef:18] [18:  Canadian International Development Agency. 1999. CIDA’s Policy on Gender Equality. Hull, Quebec. Page 7.] 

Recommendations

The Canadian Global Campaign for Education believes that addressing gender based barriers and promoting equal access for girls and boys to inclusive, relevant and safe education is central to achieving the Education for All Goals. Consistent with CGCEs 2011 Platform,[endnoteRef:19] and endorsing CIDA’s Gender Equality Policy framework, as a coalition, CGCE urges the Canadian Government to support gender equality by: [19:  K. Kerr. 2011. Canadian Global Campaign for Education Platform 2011. Ottawa, Ontario. Page 2.
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i).	 Including explicit gender equality outcome level results, gender analysis and strategy development and gender equality targets as key requirements for all Canadian aid to basic education.

ii). 	Ensuring adequate financial and human resources are allocated at the institutional level to support the integration and mainstreaming of gender equality into the development, design, and implementation of educational programs.

iii). 	Supporting innovative programs that increase access and retention for girls at pre-primary, primary and secondary levels, providing relevant gender sensitive curriculum, providing teachers with appropriate training, increasing female role models in schools, addressing and reducing school based violence, working with boys and girls to challenge gender stereotypes as well as conceptions of masculinity, and teaching skills for life and for decent, formal employment.

iv). 	Increasing the number of gender equality resources, positions, and capacity building initiatives and investments to support education sector aid at the country level.

v).	 Supporting countries to end formal user fees that undermine girls’ access to, retention in and
	 attainment of quality education.
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