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International Women’s Day Fact Sheet

GLOBALLY:


Over the last ten years there has been progress:

1. The share of girls out of school has declined from 58% to 54%, and the gender gap in primary education is narrowing in many countries.

2. Between 1985–1994 and 2000–2007, the number of adult female literates has increased at a faster pace than that of males.

But much remains to be done:

1. Around 54% of the 72 million children out of school are girls.
2. Nearly 71 million adolescents were out of school in 2007, 54% were girls.

3. Two thirds of the 759 million adults are lacking literacy skills are women.

4. Gender disadvantage is most pronounced in the Arab States, Central Asia, and South and West Asia.

5. Gender parity would cut the number of girls out of school by over 6 million.
REGIONALLY:

1. In sub-Saharan Africa, almost 12 million girls may never enroll in school.

2. In West Africa, around one-fifth of boys and one-quarter of girls are involved in child labour. However, while 70% of male child labourers attend school, only 52% of females do.
3. In nine of the eleven Arab states for which data are available, girls accounted for less than 40% of enrolment. The same is true for twelve of the twenty-five countries in sub-Saharan Africa with reported data.

3. South and West Asia have achieved rapid progress. The region more than halved its out-of-school population – a decline of 21 million. The region also cut the share of girls in the out-of-school total, from 63% to 58%.

NATIONALLY:

1. In Yemen, nearly 80% of girls out of school are unlikely ever to enrol, compared with 36% of boys.

2. In Turkey, 43% of Kurdish-speaking girls from the poorest households have fewer than two years of education, while the national average is 6%.

3. In Nigeria, 97% of poor Hausa-speaking girls have less than two years’ education.

4. In Pakistan girls accounted for 60% of out-of school children in 2006.
5. In Iran, unemployment rates among women aged 20 to 24 now twice the level for men of that age group.

6. In Afghanistan, 87% of adult women and 57% men were illiterate in 2000.

7. In Chad, Ethiopia and Mali, women are 1.5 times as likely as men to be illiterate.

8. In Algeria and Yemen, female illiteracy rates are twice those for men.

9. Women aged 25 to 34 in Bangladesh have illiteracy rates 32% higher than men in the same age group.
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Source: EFA Global Monitoring Report 2010: Reaching the Marginalized, UNESCO, Oxford University Press






